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SUBJECT: TAIWAN'S INTEREST IN PLUTONIUM IMPORTS 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 11602 

1 . DEPT WELCOMES EC COMMISSION'S DECISION TO DISAPPROVE 
EXPORT OF 10/5 KG PLUTONIUM TO TAIWAN (REFTEL). THE 
DECISION REFLECTS NON-PROLIFERATION OBJECTIVES VIS-A-VIS 
TAIWAN WHICH US FULLY SUPPORTS. IN CONVEYING BACK TO 
COMMISSION DEPT’S INTEREST IN AND SUPPORT FOR THIS 
DECISION, YOU MAY INFORM COMMISSION THAT US RECENTLY 
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AN EXPORT LICENSE APPLICATION FROM TAIWAN'S INSTITUTE 
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY RESEARCH FOR THE PURCHASE OF 2.5 KG 
OF PLUTONIUM TO BE USED IN RESEARCH CONCERNING MIXED 
OXIDE FUELS. THE PROLIFERATION DANGERS OF TAIWAN'S 
POSSESSION OF SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OF PLUTONIUM ARE 
EXTREMELY GREAT, AND THEREFORE WE DO NOT FORESEE USG'S 
GRANTING APPROVAL FOR ANY SUCH REQUESTS. 

2. DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
COMMISSION COULD PROVIDE ON PROPOSED 10.5 KG SALE. 

WHICH ROC AGENCY WAS TO BE THE END USER OF THIS PLUT- 
ONIUM? WHAT PURCHASING AGENTS DID THE ROC WORK THROUGH 

IN ARRANGING THIS TRANSACTION? WHAT WAS THE ISOTOPE 
CONTENT OF THE PLUTONIUM TO BE PROVIDED? WHAT WAS THE 
STATED PURPOSE FOR UHICH THE PLUTONIUM WAS TO BE USED? 

IS THIS THE FIRST PROPOSED PLUTONIUM PURCHASE WHICH HAS 
COME TO THE COMMISSION'S ATTENTION? ARE ANY OTHER 
SIMILAR REQUESTS PENDING BEFORE THE COMMISSION? ROBINSON 
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